Resolution 2 of 2013
Preserve Dedicated Funds for Local Purposes

WHEREAS, New York State has established various funds and fees for
specific purposes including but not limited to:

Environmental Protection Fund, which is primarily funded through read
estate transfer fees, to provide a dedicated fund to support municipal parks,
municipal recycling programs, control of water pollution and open space
conservation;

Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund, which is
primarily funded via recording fees, with the intended purpose of supporting
local government records management, technical and training;

Dedicated Highway and Bridge Trust Fund, which is funded in part by taxes
and fees on motor fuel, highway use and petroleum businesses, established
to provide a fund for bridge and highway capital improvements; and

Code Enforcement Aid, which is funded by a fee on commercial insurance
funds, established to provide funding to municipalities for enforcement of
the sate uniform fire prevention and building code; and

WHEREAS, such state funding streams assist local governments in funding
compliance with various state mandates, local services and local programs;
and

WHEREAS, the use of such funds have helped reduce the burden on the real
property taxpayer; and

WHEREAS, recent practices such as budget “sweeps” of these accounts
have diverted these funds to state purposes, thereby shifting the burden onto
the real property taxpayer; and

WHEREAS, the Governor and the Legislature have called for a reduction in
the real property tax burden and imposed a cap on property taxes; and

WHEREAS, cessation of the budget practice of “sweeping” these
appropriation accounts would be consistent with the state’s efforts to reduce
real property tax burden, grow our economy and improve the quality of life
for New Yorkers; NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town
of Hancock urges the Governor and the Legislature to use revenue collected
for dedicated purposes for their intended purpose and to stop depleting



dedicated funds and appropriations which were established to fund various
local government programs and services.

AYE NAY
Samuel N. Rowe Jr., Supervisor

James Gardner, Deputy Supervisor
William Weyrauch, Councilman
Paul Vetrone, Councilman
William Vernold, Councilman

Mo Ao A



RESOLUTION 3 2013
FUNDING LOCAL COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH GAS
EXTRACTION

WHEREAS, with the adoption of a revised SGEIS and proposed regulations,
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation is moving
closer to issuing permits for natural gas drilling by means of horizontal
drilling and hydraulic fracturing; and

WHEREAS, the activities associated with exploration of natural gas are
expected to have an immediate financial impact on the local governments,
including towns, within New York State as we prepare for development on a
scale not seen before in many communities; and

WHEREAS, oil and gas, along with wells, pipes, tanks and other structures
and facilities used in the production and transmission of natural gas is real
property for real property taxation purposes in New York State; and

WHEREAS, Title 5 of Article 5 of the Real Property Tax Law (RPTL)
provides for a uniform, statewide method of valuing oil- and gas-producing
properties for real property tax purposes, and requires oil- and gas-producing
properties in production be assessed separately from all other interests in the
property, and

WHEREAS, a lag exists in the time when local governments will incur the
expenses associated with natural gas drilling activity and when they can
expect to receive any real property tax revenue that may result from the
production of the gas; NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the
Town of Hancock urges the Governor, the Legislature and all administrative
agencies to improve the ability of local governments to tax the production of
natural gas at the current level when considering the taxation of natural gas
development or extraction by any alternative method; AND BE IT FURTER
RESOLVED, that the Town of Hancock encourages the Governor, the
Legislature and all administrative agencies to adopt a fee structure for
natural gas drilling permits that recognizes the immediate costs to be borne
by the affected local governments and the lag between those expenditures
and any potential real property tax revenue.



Samuel N. Rowe Jr., Supervisor

James Gardner, Deputy Supervisor

William Weyrauch, Councilman
Paul Vetrone, Councilman

William Vernold, Councilman

AYE NAY
X

abstained



RESOLUTION 4 OF 2013
IN SUPPORT OF THE SECOND AMENDMENT
TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION
WHEREAS, THE Right of the People to Keep and Bear Arms is guaranteed as an
individual right under the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and under the
Constitution of the State of New York, and;
WHEREAS, the Right of the People to Keep and Bear Arms for defense of life, Liberty,
and Property is regarded as an Inalienable Right by the People of the Town of Hancock,
Delaware County, New York, and;
WHEREAS, the People of the Town of Hancock, Delaware County, New York derive
economic benefit from all safe forms of firearms recreation, hunting, and shooting conducted
within Hancock using all types of firearms allowable under the United States Constitution and
the Constitution of the State of New Yark, and;
WHEREAS, the Hancock Town Board, being elected to represent the People of Hancock
and being duly sworn by their Oath of Office to uphold the United States Constitution and the
Constitution of the State of New York, and;
WHEREAS, the New York State Assembly and the New York State Senate, being elected
by the People of the State of New York and being duly sworn by their Oath of Office to uphold
the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of New York, and;
WHEREAS, legislation passed by the New York State Assembly and Senate infringes on
the Right to Keep and Bear Arms and would ban the possession and use of firearms now
employed by individual citizens of the Town of Hancock for defense of Life, Liberty and
Property and would ban the possession and use of firearms now employed for safe forms of
firearms recreation, hunting and shooting within the Town of Hancock, Delaware County, New
York, and;
WHEREAS, the Town of Hancock Town Board believes there are many other less
intrusive means available, other than rash, confusing and inarticulately drafted firearms laws

that would effectively control, manage and reduce violence in our society, such as mental health



reforms, anti-bullying programs in our schools, the enforcement of the existing laws to the
fullest extent possible, the addressing of the universal availability of extremely violent video
games and movies to our youth and the proper psychological counseling for those in need or
who request it;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Hancock does

hereby oppose the enactment of any legislation that would infringe upon the Right of the People
to Keep and Bear Arms and consider such laws to be unnecessary and beyond lawful legislative
authority granted to our State representatives, as there is no documented correlation between
gun control measures and crime reduction.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk send a certified copy of this

resolution to each of the following: President Barack H. Obama, Vice President Joseph Biden,
U.S. Senator Charles Schumer, U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, U.S. Congressman Chris Gibson,
New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo, NY State Senator Thomas Libous, and NY State
Member of the Assembly Clifford Crouch.

Offered by and moved by Board Member James Gardner

Seconded by Paul Vetrone.

Roll call vote AYE NAY
Samuel N. Rowe Jr., Supervisor X
James Gardner, Deputy Supervisor X
William Weyrauch, Councilman X
Paul Vetrone, Councilman X

William Vernold, Councilman X



RESOLUTION 5 OF 2013
WAIVER OF ASBESTOS NOTIFICATION FEES ASSOCIATED
WITH MUNICIPALLY OWNED PROPERTIES

WHEREAS, local governments are faced with structures that are unsafe as a result of
natural disasters, abandoned properties and properties that are foreclosed as a result of
nonpayment of taxes; and

WHEREAS, it becomes the responsibility of local governments to demolish these unsafe

structures for the betterment of the community and to benefit the safety and welfare of its
residents; and

WHEREAS, article 30 of the state Labor Law sets for the requirements for permits and
fees associated with asbestos-related work, which are implemented through regulations
(12 NYCRR Part 56), promulgated by the Department of Labor; and

WHEREAS, there is currently no authority for the New York State Department of Labor
to waive fees for buildings and structures owned by local municipalities; and

WHEREAS, the fees associated with obtaining approval form the New York State
Department of Labor can total up to $4,000 per property; and

WHEREAS, the costs of demolition can be reduced with the waiver of fees for the
general safety and welfare of the community as a whole; and

WHEREAS, the current regulations place the responsibility of the enforcement of the
asbestos regulations to the local governments without compensation for the enforcement
of these regulations; NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Hancock
calls upon the Governor, the Legislature and the New York State Department of Labor to
amend article 30 of the state Labor Law, as well as Part 56 of Title 12 of the Official
Compilation of Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York, to provide a
waiver of fees for municipally owned properties.

AYE NAY
Samuel N. Rowe Jr., Supervisor X
James Gardner, Deputy Supervisor X
William Weyrauch, Councilman X
Paul Vetrone, Councilman X
William Vernold, Councilman X



RESOLUTION 6 2013
MANDATE RELIEF

WHEREAS, local governments partner with the state government to protect and preserve
the health, safety and welfare of the people of New York State; and

WHEREAS, such a partnership requires collaboration in order to effectively accomplish
these goals; and

WHEREAS, the imposition of tax shifting unfunded and underfunding state mandates
(commonly occurring in the areas of public works, procurement, personnel management,
provision of local service, environmental quality enhancements and the loss of the local
tax base) represents a barrier to effective collaboration and good governance; and

WHEREAS, the growing expense of tax shifting unfunded mandates, both individually
and collectively, places financial burdens on local governments and, ultimately, the
taxpayer; and

WHEREAS, directing compliance with unfunded and/or underfunded mandates has, in

some instances, forced local governments to drastically underfund crucial local services
such as road maintenance, public safety and water and wastewater treatment. as well as

parks, senior and youth services and cultural services; and

WHERREAS, the enactment of Chapter 97 of the Laws of 2011 limits local real property
tax revenues, making it even more challenging to comply with unfunded and/or
underfunded mandates; NOW THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Town of Hancock calls upon the Governor and the Legislature to
enact comprehensive mandate relief legislation that provides permanent and full funding
of existing mandates, identifies and eliminates unnecessary mandates, eliminates future
unfunded and underfunded mandates and requires all future legislation to included
specific local fiscal impact notes, which will inform members of the Legislature and the
public with regard to the actual expense of implementing said legislation.

AYE NAY
Samuel N. Rowe Jr., Supervisor X
James Gardner, Deputy Supervisor X
William Weyrauch, Councilman X
Paul Vetrone, Councilman X
William Vernold, Councilman X



RESOLUTION 7, 2013
ROAD PRESERVATION SECURITIES AND ROAD USE
AGREEMENTS

WHEREAS, well-maintained roads and bridges are vital to New York State’s economy
and the quality of life of its residents; and

WHEREAS, many commercial projects or endeavors, including, but not limited to,
timber harvesting, wind energy development, mining and natural gas exploration, are

dependant on local roads and bridges; and

WHEREAS, many of these projects or endeavors require the frequent transport of heavy
equipment and loss over local highways, occasionally damaging local roads in the
process, and

WHEREAS, most local roads and bridges are not designed to accommodate the weight,
volume and frequency of vehicles used in support of a particular project endeavor; and

WHEREAS, repairs to local road for damage resulting form the use in furtherance of a
private project are typically funded by real property taxes; and

WHEREAS, local government seek express statutory authority to require the sponsors of
private projects to pay for damages to roads attributable to the particular project or
endeavor, without having to rely on their home rule authority; NOW THEREFORE BE
IT

RESOLVED, that the Town of Hancock calls upon the Governor and Legislature to
provide express statutory authority for local governments to require the posting of road
and bridge reconstruction securities to protect local highways from damage attributable to
private, commercial projects or endeavors; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that the Association of Towns calls upon the Governor, the Legislature and
the Department of Transportation to amend the Highway Law, Vehicle and Traffic Law
and Town Law to expressly allow local governments the authority to require and enter
into road agreements when the proposed project or endeavor will result in road usage that
exceeds the normal usage and is beyond the carrying capacity of a road.

AYE NAY
Samuel N. Rowe Jr., Supervisor X
James Gardner, Deputy Supervisor X
William Weyrauch, Councilman X
Paul Vetrone, Councilman X
William Vernold, Councilman X



RESOLUTION 8 OF 2013
INCREASE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE HANCOCK

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

WHEREAS, The Historical Society of Hancock believes that an
understanding and appreciation of our historic heritage is essential to
maintaining a unique and meaningful identity as a community; and

WHEREAS, The Hancock Historical Society’s mission is to celebrate and
preserve the history of the Town of Hancock and its people and to assure
that this legacy is passed on to future generations; and

WHEREAS, The Hancock Historical Society educates and engages a diverse
public through a variety of programs; maintains museum buildings;
properties, and collections; researches and publishes historical records;
identifies and encourages preservation of significant places and structures
throughout the Town; and manages the Society openly, ethically, and
protessionally; and

WHEREAS, The Town Board of the Town of Hancock appreciates the
many volunteers who provide this great service to our community and

understands that tough economic times have had a negative financial impact
on the Hancock Historical Society; NOW THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Hancock will increase
appropriations for the Hancock Historical Society to ensure that they can
continue this great community service.

AYE NAY
Samuel N. Rowe Jr., Superyisor X
James Gardner, Deputy Supervisor X
William Weyrauch, Councilman X
Paul Vetrone, Councilman X

William Vernold, Councilman X
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